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“Matthew wouldn’t
be here today if it
wasn’t for that first
blood transfusion he
received.” Dramatic
words from a grate-
ful mother whose
son’s life depends 
on the generosity of
blood donors.

Deanna La Croix becomes misty-eyed when she talks about her
9-month-old son, Matthew, named after her husband.
Bouncing him on her lap, she explained that Matthew has
Diamond Black Fan Anemia, a rare illness in which his bone
marrow does not produce red blood cells, and can also cause
problems with white cells and platelets.

Matthew was diagnosed with his illness at seven weeks of age.
Save for a small defect at birth that was quickly corrected sur-
gically, Matthew appeared completely healthy. However, it
soon became apparent to Deanna and her husband that some-
thing was wrong. Matthew wasn’t feeding well and he seemed
to have trouble breathing normally. Then one day, Matthew’s
breathing became extremely labored. His parents called an
ambulance and he was rushed to the emergency room. It was
there little Matthew received the first of what would become
many lifesaving blood transfusions.

“It was that first blood transfusion Matthew received in the ER
that saved his life,” recalled Deanna, who added that his hemo-
globin was down to just two (a normal reading should have
been between 11 and 15). “The very next day, he latched on
(to breastfeed), without a problem. We were so relieved.”

Under the care of University of California San Francisco’s Rosa
Sanchez-Rosen, M.D. (a former fellow at BCP), Matthew is
now receiving regular blood transfusions every three weeks to
keep him healthy, as well as undergoing steroid treatment,
which can sometimes be effective in treating Diamond Black
Fan Anemia. “After his transfusions, Matthew is so much 

happier and playful, and he’s not so pale,” said Deanna.

Matthew has also undergone several surgeries in his short life
and during most of those, he received not only red blood cells
but platelets too — all provided by blood donors.

Matthew’s parents have been vigilant in advocating for their
son’s care and have been trying to get the word out about the
need for more blood donations. Recently, Deanna sent an 
e-mail to her friends, family members and colleagues that read, 

in part, “While I was sitting at the hospital waiting for
Matthew’s transfusion to be complete…I was thinking that it
would be great if more people gave blood and how there is such
a shortage of it. I never thought that this would be happening
to my baby, but it is…so now I am asking everyone to give 
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today if it wasn’t for that first
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Quick Bits
BCP Offers Free 
Cholesterol Testing!

As a way to thank blood donors for their
generosity and to improve the health of
the community, BCP began providing
cholesterol tests on all donated blood on
May 1st.

In addition to receiving a “mini-physical”
at every blood donation, blood donors
are able to learn their cholesterol levels
too. Every donor can access his/her “total
cholesterol” results via a secure website,
linked to ours. To retrieve results,
donors simply visit BCP’s homepage at
www.bloodcenters.org, seven days after
their blood donation.

For more information, visit 
www.bloodcenters.org.

In Memoriam

Former Peninsula Center volunteer Ruth
Spies passed away in May. Ruth was a
dedicated volunteer — she had volun-
teered with BCP for 25 years, giving
4,264 hours of her time. We will miss
Ruth dearly. Our condolences to Ruth’s
family and friends.

Music Saves Lives

Donate blood from now to August 23rd,
2007, at one our very special Vans
Warped Tour Blood Drives, and receive a
free 2007 Vans Warped Tour CD and a
Warped Tour VIP Access Pass for August
23rd, Sacramento.

For more information, visit 
www.bloodcenters.org.



Life l ine s ,  Summer 2007 3

A young man pro-
posed to his girlfriend
last week at United
Blood Services in
Obispo, California.
Brinn Baker has been
a frequent blood donor
since she became eligi-
ble at 17. So when her
boyfriend of nearly
two years decided to
propose to her last
week, he chose to do

it at their local blood bank. “She has a passion for giving blood,
and we started doing it together so it’s the perfect place,” said Greg

Strange. This was a first for blood bank staff, but they all played
their parts to execute the perfect proposal. 

When Ms. Baker held out her left arm, showing the vein she used
for donating, a staffer placed a diamond ring in her hand instead
of the squeeze ball. Mr. Strange knelt beside her and said, “You’re
the sweetest girl in the whole world. Will you marry me?” 

With tears in her eyes, Ms. Baker nodded “yes.” Bystanders
cheered and cried. As the couple stood to hug, someone turned up
a radio playing the 1982 tune “Up Where We Belong” and the
couple danced around the donor room. When the initial 
excitement faded, Ms. Baker asked, “Can we still give blood?” 

“Yes, we can still give blood,” Mr. Strange responded. “That’s 
the point.” (Source: San Luis Obispo (CA) Tribune, 4/6/07)

A Blood Bank Proposal!

Out of the Mouths of Babes...

We thought you’d enjoy
reading an unedited article
written by 8-year-old
Sierra Brill on “Saving
Someone’s Life.” Sierra
wrote it while her father,
Robert Brill, was donating
blood at the Irwin Center-
San Francisco, in May.

Brinn Baker accepting Greg Strange’s 
marriage proposal
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We Want to See You Again!
Every three seconds, someone somewhere needs blood. And if all blood
donors gave two to four times a year, blood shortages would be pre-
vented. So whether you’re a regular blood donor or a first-time donor,
we want to see you again!

If you’re a regular blood donor, we’d like to mail you two free movie
passes! Here’s how…
Simply: 
• Visit www.bloodcenters.org, print and fill out the BCP “Blood Buddy”
form;
• Get your buddy to donate blood (buddy must be a new BCP donor);
• Your buddy comes in to donate, gives us the form; and
• Two movie passes are in the mail to you!

And, if you’re a first-time donor, we’d like to mail you a free movie tick-
et! Here’s how... 
Simply:
1) Donate blood within six months of your first donation;
2) Visit www.bloodcenters.org, print and fill out the form; and
3) Give it to a BCP staff member the next time you donate blood.
See you soon!

Blood Centers of the Pacific (BCP) and Blood Systems Research
Institute (BSRI) held a jazz, wine and cheese reception on
Sunday, April 22nd, to welcome the National Blood Foundation
to San Francisco.

Guests were shuttled aboard a historic cable car from the Westin
St. Francis to the Irwin Center, BCP’s headquarters and where
BSRI is housed, and wined and dined to the music of jazz artist
Anton Schwartz.

The National Blood Foundation, whose mission is to advance
transfusion medicine and cellular and related biological therapies
by funding scientific research that benefits patients and donors,
were in San Francisco for a leadership forum that weekend.

Tours of the center and the new BSRI labs were also held for our
guests that evening.

by      Ange la  Woon

by     Ange la  Woon

Welcoming the National Blood Foundation

Guests at the Welcome Reception at the Irwin Center - San Francisco



blood and telling everyone about how giving blood could make
such a difference in one person’s life. It makes a HUGE difference
in Matthew’s life…his life depends on it! Have you ever thought
about how you can help? Well, giving blood is one HUGE way
that you can.”

Deanna, a San Francisco native, used to be a blood donor herself
back when she attended Mission High School. “I never imagined
I’d be affected so personally by the need for blood,” said Deanna.
“To think that my son’s life depends on the generosity of blood

donors is so overwhelming. I can’t believe how connected we all are
by this amazing substance.”

When asked what she’d say to those who’re afraid of donating
blood or think it won’t make a difference, Deanna replied, “I was
once there. I hate needles! But knowing that I have a son who
needs blood and that there are so many others out there who need
blood too…well, the fear just gives way.” She continued, “I hope
more people realize just what blood donation means to families
like ours.”

continued from page 1

Shasta Blood Center Donor Recognition Dinner
Shasta Blood Center’s (SBC) Whole Blood and Apheresis donor
recognition event was held Friday, March 23rd, at the Holiday
Inn convention center. More than 180 people attended the event,
which was emceed by Ellie Delgado, SBC’s Administrative
Director. Dance music was provided by local entertainers,
Personal Signature.

Among the many donors who received awards that night included,
Cheryl Bastow, Marjorie Bland, Leslie Blankenship, Vivian Crowe,
Mary Itzaina, and Robert Ralph for 15 gallons. Delpha Folwell was
also honored for having made over 200 donations (220 to be
exact). The apheresis top donor was George Taylor, who donated
532 components!

SF/Marin Donor Recognition Brunch
On Saturday, April 14th, more than 100 donors, guests and BCP
staff attended the SF/Marin Donor Recognition Brunch at the
Holiday Inn Golden Gateway, San Francisco.

Emceed by Director of Recruitment Don Burghardt, the event 
honored whole blood donors and apheresis donors who reached mile-
stones in 2006. Donors who achieved the highest milestones for 2006
included, John Geany, who received his 25 gallon award for whole
blood, and Philip Armstrong, John Brown and Patricia Sanders, who
each received awards for reaching 400 apheresis components.

BCP Medical Director Kim-Anh Nguyen spoke on “New Advances
in Blood Safety,” while blood recipient and thalassemia patient
Laurice Levine talked about her lifelong need for blood transfusions.
She also answered several questions donors had about thalassemia.

North Bay Center Whole Blood & Apheresis Recognition Event
Donors were all smiles as the North Bay region of BCP gave thanks
and appreciation at the Whole Blood and Apheresis Recognition

Luncheon. The luncheon took place on Saturday, April 28th, at
the Paradise Valley Clubhouse, Fairfield. 

A hundred donors and their guests were in attendance, as well as
BCP staff. As donors enjoyed the lunch buffet, BCP Medical
Director Kim-Anh Nguyen, M.D., spoke briefly to the donors
about changes in transfusion medicine. Sue Hardy, the cover story
in the fall issue of Lifelines, was the guest speaker. She spoke about
her son Clint, a blood recipient, who benefited from blood dona-
tions after a motorcycle accident. 

In addition, donors were honored as awards were handed out to
recognize each individual’s time, dedication and commitment to
helping save lives. Among them were John Johnson (25 gallons)
and for apheresis, Thomas Clark (500 components) and Jerry
Pullin (75 lifetime apheresis donations and 200 components).

Peninsula/South Bay Donor Recognition Brunch
Less than a month later, Peninsula South Bay donors, were hon-
ored at a champagne brunch held at the Embassy Suites,
Burlingame on Saturday, May 5th.

More than 100 donors and their guests attended the brunch,
which was emceed by Director of Communications Lisa Bloch.
Blood recipient and thalassemia patient Laurice Levine, once
again, was the guest speaker. She talked about her need for blood
every two weeks, and welcomed questions from the audience.

Among the donors who received awards that day were Edward
Doizaki, Robert Muller, Henry Sanchez for 20 gallons for whole
blood, and Alfred Jamison and Vincent Jones for 400 apheresis
components. Donors also talked impromptu about how rewarding
it was to be able to donate blood and help save lives. All in all, the
event went well and everyone had a good time!

Thanking Our Lifesaving Heroes!
by     Diana Ci f ranic ,  Charmaine  Ferrer  and Ange la  Woon
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World Blood Donor Day (WBDD) was celebrated throughout theworld, this past June 14th. Also the birthday of Karl Landsteiner,the Nobel prize winner who discovered the ABO blood group system, the annual event was jointly coordinated by the WorldHealth Organization, the International Federation of Red Crossand Red Crescent Societies, the International Society of BloodTransfusion and the International Federation of Blood DonorOrganizations. The global event, which was hosted by Canada thisyear, raised awareness for the importance and need for safe blood.

The theme for 2007, ÒSafe Blood for Safe Motherhood,Ó high-
lighted how blood donors can play a vital role in saving the lives 

of mothers and their newborns. Each year, more than 500,000
women die needlessly during pregnancy or childbirth Ñ 99 per-
cent of them in the developing world. Up to one quarter of all
maternal deaths could be saved by access to safe blood transfusion.

WBDD is built on the success of World Health Day 2000, which
was devoted to the theme ÒBlood Saves Lives. Safe Blood Starts
With Me,Ó and on International Blood Donor Day organized
annually since 1995 by the Federation of Blood Donor
Organizations.

World Blood Donor Day Ð June 14th
Celebrating the Gift of Blood

by     Angela Woon


