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He’s covered major breaking
news stories from the Mt.
St. Helens explosion to the
Loma Prieta Earthquake,
and from the East Bay Hills
Fire to the riots in South
Central Los Angeles, each a
tragic event that resulted in
several deaths. But little did
KCBS Reporter George
Harris realize that he would

one day find himself a victim of a horrific event that would
have him seesawing between life and death.

“On September 17th, 2002, while walking across a major state
highway in Union City, I was struck by a van,” said George,
55. “I had made it across six of those eight lanes before I was
hit and sustained severe injuries.”

According to George, the driver of the van didn’t even realize
he had hit him, dragging the father of three at 50 miles an hour
before finally stopping. “When I came to, I told a bystander to
inform my wife, and when she arrived on the scene, I saw the
look of horror on her face,” said George. “I knew I must be
pretty bad then.”

George’s condition was so bad that when he arrived at Eden
Medical Center, Castro Valley, a priest was waiting to give him
his last rites. Doctors told him his accident was supposed to be
fatal as he had “bled out.” Among his injuries were multiple frac-
tures to his left leg and wrist, and a badly disfigured face.
“Someone told me I looked like I had a basketball on the side of
my head and skin was literally pulled from my face,” he said.
“Doctors also told me that I might lose my leg or that if I kept
it, it would be deemed useless. But I was lucky, I somehow 
didn’t feel a thing and wasn’t aware of things about that evening.”

Fortunately for George, donated blood helped save his life. “I
don’t know exactly how much blood I used,” he said. “But I
know it was several pints and I wouldn’t be here today if it 
wasn’t for the generosity of blood donors.”

As if the injuries he suffered weren’t enough, upon emerging
from his medically-induced coma, George developed a hospi-

tal airborne illness which resulted in an infection and severe
bloating. “My family came from out-of-town for my funeral,”
said George, originally from Portland, Oregon. “It was also my
uncle’s 50th wedding anniversary in Redding, so I spoiled
things for them because everyone was crying instead of cele-
brating. George was literally on the verge of dying. He
received yet another blood transfusion, which once again,
helped save his life.

George has since recovered and although he still has his med-
ical issues, he says it is nothing compared to the trauma he
went through. Through his determination and strength,
George’s leg was saved and with a plate inserted, he now walks
normally. He also has a plate in his right wrist. And despite
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Irwin Center
270 Masonic Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

Downtown Center
250 Bush Street
Suite 136 (Mills Building)
San Francisco, CA 94104

Marin Center
4050 Redwood Hwy
San Rafael, CA 94533 

Cupertino Center
19450 Stevens Creek Blvd
Cupertino, CA 95014

Peninsula Center (temporary location)
1730 S. Amphlett Blvd. Suite 116
San Mateo, CA 94402 

Redwood City Center
260-C Main Street
Redwood City, CA 94063

North Bay Center
1325 C1 Gateway Blvd
Fairfield, CA 94533

Napa Center
1834-C Soscol Avenue
Napa, CA 94559

Vallejo Center 
480 Redwood Street, Suite 31
Vallejo, CA 94590

Shasta Blood Center
2420 Athens Avenue
Redding, CA 96001

Ukiah Valley Center
620 Kings Court, #110
Ukiah, CA 95482

For more information or to schedule 
an appointment, please contact us at 
1-888-393-GIVE. 

www.bloodcenters.org

Quick Bits
Do You Have a 
Story to Tell?

Do you know someone whose life was
saved by a blood transfusion? Or perhaps
you’ve had a blood transfusion and want
to share your experience?

If you’ve a “blood-related” story to tell
like Hollye, we’d like to hear about and
possibly feature you in future editions of
Lifelines, BCP’s quarterly newsletter!

When Hollye was 16 years old, she was in
a car accident. She was rushed to the
emergency room and lost a lot of blood.
Doctors determined that Hollye had a
severe liver laceration. She needed blood
transfusions and was losing blood faster
than they were putting it in, remembers
her mother, Angy. During and after the
surgery Hollye used a total of 64 units of
blood components. 

Hollye remained in the hospital 17 days
and has recovered from her injuries. She
says she’s happy to be back in school and
hanging out with her friends. “I am so
grateful for blood donors,” says Angy. “If
it weren’t for them, my daughter would
not be here today.”

So, tell us your tale and help inspire
future blood donors in taking their first
step at helping to save lives!

Please call Angela Woon at (415) 749-6698
or email awoon@bloodcenters.org.

Thank You Bothin
Foundation and
Lockheed Martin
Employees’
Foundation!

BCP thanks the Bothin Foundation 
and the Lockheed Martin Employees’
Foundation for their generous donations
toward new donor coaches. The Bothin
Foundation’s donation of $15,000 
and the Lockheed Martin Employees’
Foundation donation of $2,000 enable
BCP to travel throughout our region 
collecting much-needed blood donations
on state-of-the-art “donor mobiles.”

Often times, a company or organization
would like to sponsor a blood drive but
it doesn’t have the space to host it…that’s
where the donor coaches come in. BCP
can pull right up to the front of an office,
place of worship, school or community
space enabling blood donors to give the
gift of life right on the bus!

BCP is grateful to both foundations for
recognizing the need for more blood
donations and for being a true partner in
our community’s health. Thank you
Bothin and thank you Lockheed Martin!

Blood Recipient Hollye
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The winter months are traditionally a tough time for blood centers
like BCP as blood is in short supply due to holidays, travel 
schedules, weather and illness. With more than 1.5 million 
pints of blood needed each year in California, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger encouraged healthy citizens of the state to donate
blood during January, National Blood Donor Month.

“The Golden State is strengthened by the commitment of
Californians who step forward to help individuals in need.
Donating blood is a simple process that empowers people to con-
tribute to the treatment and care of those needing crucial medical
intervention,” Schwarzenegger said in a proclamation issued
January 1st. “I urge all citizens in good health to donate and par-
ticipate in saving a life.”

Closer to home, Northern California started off the year on the
wrong foot with already low blood supplies worsened by the flood-
ing of our Napa Center (see page 5). Area blood supplies hovered
at less than a day’s worth and during one week, 1,000 pints of
blood had to be imported, a record for BCP.

“We encourage all those eligible to donate blood to make it a life-
saving habit,” said Nora Hirschler, M.D., President of BCP. “We
might not have started off the year on a positive note, but if all
blood donors made it their resolution to regularly give two to four
times a year, it would help prevent blood shortages.”

Every day, blood is needed in hospitals and emergency treatment
facilities to care for patients with cancer and other diseases, for
organ transplant recipients, and to help save the lives of accident
and trauma victims. Sixty percent of the population is eligible to
donate blood, unfortunately, only 4 percent do.

To make an appointment to donate blood, visit www.bloodcenters.org
or call 1-888-393-GIVE. And if you or your organization would
like to host a blood drive, please contact Fred McFadden at 
(415) 901-0739.

National Blood Donor Month
by      Ange la  Woon

Did you know?
About three gallons of blood
supports the entire nation’s

blood needs for one minute.
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everything he’s gone through, George somehow still manages to
find humor. “It makes it interesting to walk through airport 
security,” he laughed.

As a reporter, George covers news stories of accidents or tragedy,
which often times causes flashbacks. “Some of the stories are sim-
ilar, only time and place are different,” he said. “It’s kind of chill-
ing because some people don’t survive and I realize that person
could have been me.”

George believes in enjoying life and says he is now more apprecia-
tive of things. And although he’s always been close to his family, he
says he is now even closer. Doctors told him that he would be
home mid-2003 but George was determined that it would be by
Thanksgiving 2002, and he was right. And by June 2003, he was
back at work. “It took lots of blood and tears,” said George. “I was

a former athlete so I knew I had to get into a regiment to get back
on the road to health. And that year, Thanksgiving and Christmas
were extra special.”

To all those people who fear needles or who say they have no time
to donate blood, George said, “Get over your fears and go into the
nearest blood bank because you’re helping people like me, people
who are grateful.”

George Harris has been working at KCBS Radio since 1986, initial-
ly as a Reporter/Anchor before becoming the primary reporter working
out of the Santa Clara County Bureau in San Jose. He currently 
covers stories in San Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin and
San Mateo counties...or “wherever the news happens.” He was also
previously a part-time anchor for KRON-TV in San Francisco.

Many Thanks!
By     Lisa Bloch

George Harris, continued from cover

This past winter, BCP faced yet another serious blood shortage.
Thankfully, our partners at several Bay Area radio and TV stations
were there to help spread the word and bring the donors in.

The new radio morning show, “Keepin’ it Real with Will &
Willie” on “The Quake,” 960 AM, hosted a blood drive at the
Hotel Vitale in San Francisco. Hosts Will Durst, former Mayor
Willie Brown and Paul Wells, promoted the drive heavily, dis-
cussing the importance and ease of blood donation. Blood donors
were invited inside the Hotel Vitale after their donation on the
bloodmobile parked in front to watch the show being broadcast.
Thank you for your support Will & Willie!

BCP partners ABC7 and CBS5 also hosted blood drives in
January, invited the public to donate blood at bloodmobiles in
front of their studios. Blood donors were encouraged to give the
gift of life by two Bay Area favorites – Don Sanchez and Roberta
Gonzales – who not only talk about the need for blood, they give
it too!

For the second year, ABC7 reporter, Don Sanchez boarded the
BCP bloodmobile, camera in tow, to talk about the need for blood
while giving the gift of life himself.

And CBS5 Weatherperson, Roberta Gonzales, set the record as
media blood donor extraordinaire, hosting the CBS5 blood drive
for the fourth year in a row. During the drives, Roberta does 
several “live shots” aboard the bloodmobile, starting at 5am!
Roberta, a longtime blood donor, continued getting the word out
throughout the day, encouraging Bay Area residents to join her in
giving the gift of life.

Thank you ABC7 and CBS5!

BCP would also like to thank Sherry Brown, Public Affairs
Director for Bonneville radio stations, including KDFC, KZBR
and KOIT, for featuring the topic of blood donation on her
Sunday show, “Today’s World.”

(L-R) Former Mayor Willie Brown, Comedian Will Durst and 
BCP Director of Communications Lisa Bloch
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Thank You Napa Heroes!

KNBR/Giants Winter Fanfest 2006 Blood Drive

The forces of nature are unpredictable and our blood supply 
is fragile. This past January was proof that outside factors such 
as weather can unexpectedly influence our blood supply. It 
also served as a reminder that it is necessary to always have blood
available on our shelves in cases of emergencies or unforeseen 
circumstances.

Over the New Year weekend, BCP’s Napa Center was a victim of
the torrential rains that fell over Northern California. The center
on Soscol Avenue took on more than a foot of water. Vital 
equipment and furniture were damaged or destroyed, and com-
munications and computer systems were also down. Having the
center closed for several weeks while repairs took place hurt an
already low blood supply. BCP saw a loss in blood donations as a
result, and urged its Napa donors to donate at its other locations.

BCP thanks our Napa Center donors for their unwavering dedica-
tion and support by going out of their way and donating blood
and platelets at our center in Fairfield and Vallejo. 

“We appreciate your commitment to helping save lives during our
time of crisis,” said BCP’s North Bay Region Director, Lana
Dyson. “We look forward to seeing you again at the Napa Center
upon our reopening.”

The Napa Center’s reopening date was not confirmed at the time
of print.

by      Ange la  Woon

More than 30 pints of blood was 
collected at the KNBR/Giants Winter
FanFest 2006 Blood Drive at Pier 48,
McCovey Cove. 

Bottom Picture: BCP volunteers
Christina Hackley and Ola Nwogu
work the booth, encouraging people
to donate blood.
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Going Above and Beyond, Really

A member of the Solano
Association of Realtors (SAOR)
for the past five years, Diane
White-Winship only began coor-
dinating blood drives for them in
2004. But in two years, she’s
gone above and beyond in
recruiting more donors and mak-
ing SAOR blood drives a success.

“When I took over from the pre-
vious blood drive coordinator
and organized my first blood
drive, 17 pints of blood were col-
lected,” said Diane, a blood
donor since 1974. “But it has
since grown and at the last drive

we had in January, we collected 38 pints of blood and three dou-
ble red cell donations!” Double red cell donations allow a donor
to give two full “doses” of red cells.

Asked what her secret was in more than doubling the number of
donations, she said, “When they come donate blood at our
drives, we take good care of them!” Diane adds a personal touch
to her drives by writing thank you notes to each donor who
comes in, even paying for cards out of her own pocket.
“Someone asked me why I did it, and I said it’s important for me
that they keep coming back, it helps save lives.” She also created
a directory with donors’ information and emails each of them to
let them know when the next blood drive will occur.

Diane herself knows just how vital blood donation is as it has
helped two of her family members. Diane’s own mother needed
two pints of blood when she became anemic. “Watching the
blood go into her was very powerful for me,” she said. “It helped
save her life.” Diane’s great grandfather also needed blood when
he had his leg amputated. Diane donated blood for him.

Originally from Massachusetts, Diane will do almost anything to
recruit more donors. She even dressed up in a Dracula costume
once! “I went into the SAOR Board of Directors meeting with
my cape covering my mouth,” she said. “And I told them, 

‘I know I can count on you.’ I get a kick out of doing this, if
someone needs it, it’s the least I can do!” 

Inspired and motivated by how many lives are saved through the
act of blood donation, Diane is now also organizing a blood
drive through her church. “It will be like a marathon and involve
all three Methodist churches in Vallejo,” she said. “My goal is to
have a successful blood drive.”

Married for the past seven years, Diane’s husband will also
become a donor at the blood drive. The blood drive will be held
on March 26th, at the Wayside Methodist Church.

BCP thanks Diane White-Winship for her hard work, dedica-
tion and innovative ways of recruiting blood donors, and to 
the Solano Association of Realtors for helping save lives in 
the community.

The Solano Association of Realtors provides and promotes programs,
services and related products that will assist members in serving the
public with the highest degree of professionalism in matters involv-
ing real estate; and through collective efforts.

by      Ange la  Woon

SAOR Blood Drive Coordinator
Diane White-Winship
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Julian-of-All-Trades
They were pristinely kept in a light blue
plastic folder. Upon unraveling the string
that bound it shut, an array of old news-
paper clippings, newsletters and photos
fell out showcasing Julian Navarro’s 
dedication and commitment to BCP as
well as to his neighborhood community
of Bernal Heights, San Francisco.

Julian has been a volunteer with BCP for
the past 10 years, giving us a total of
2,104.5 hours of his time. You might have

met him, as he’s volunteered at the canteen at several mobile blood
drives including Bank of America, the Gap, PG&E, City Hall and
San Quentin. He can also been seen at the Irwin Center canteen
on Mondays and Thursdays. 

“I enjoy meeting people,” said Julian on why he volunteers. “I get
to meet the young and the old and I get to know their faces.”

A native of San Francisco, Julian was working as an electrician at
the Veteran’s Administration (VA) Hospital in Bernal Heights,
when he was asked to help with setting up for a blood drive. Since
then, this active 75-year-old has been giving his time to BCP. 
Not only that, he’s also a whole blood and apheresis donor!

Julian has always been active in the community, citing his fam-
ily as a role model. He’s been a member of the Bernal Heights
Library Committee, the Neighborhood Center, Senior Program,

was a member of the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center
Board of Directors and continues to volunteer at the VA
Hospital. He was even honored with a special commendation by
San Francisco Supervisor Tom Ammiano in 1995 for his work in
the neighborhood.

Julian, now retired after 27 years of service at the VA Hospital,
continues to live in Bernal Heights with his “children,” cats Molly
and Comet.

Thanks for your invaluable service Julian! 

If you’d like to learn more about volunteer opportunities at BCP,
call volunteer coordinator Debbie Bingham at (415) 567-6400.

“I enjoy meeting people,” 
said Julian on why he volunteers. 

“I get to meet the young 
and the old and I get to 

know their faces.”

by     Ange la  Woon

Dedicated Volunteer 
Julian Navarro

A LITTLE PIECE OF HISTORY

In 1818, James Blundell, a British obstetrician, performed the first
successful transfusion of human blood to a patient for the treatment
of postpartum hemorrhage. Using the patient’s husband as a
donor, he extracted approximately four ounces of blood from the
husband’s arm and using a syringe, successfully transfused the
wife. Between 1825 and 1830, he performed 10 transfusions,
five of which proved beneficial to his patients, and published these
results. He also devised various instruments for performing transfu-
sions and proposed rational indications.                  Source: aabb.org


